Here are seven reasons why joining the Chamber of Commerce will
actually help you “work on your business” and save you time
Are you so busy working “in your
business” that there is little left in
the day to “work on your business”?
And wouldn’t joining the Chamber of
Commerce just mean more time that you
do not have? Actually the answer will
surprise you.
Here are seven reasons why joining the
Chamber of Commerce will actually help
you “work on your business” and save
you time:
1. Relationships
It isn’t just about networking — it is
about gaining friends, associates and
even advocates. The people you get to
know may or may not do business
with you, but the social and emotional
return in building meaningful, lasting
relationships
can be more meaningful than the
financial return you seek.
2. Visibility
The age-old adage applies here — “out
of sight, out of mind.” While many
companies are looking to be seen in the
cyber world and are doing a very good
job of it, nothing sells your business
better than being in front of people face
to face. Business is so much more than
simple transactions of money for goods/
services with its root in relationships.
3. Promotion
Chambers offer a wide-range of
advertising options and sponsorship
packages. A business can sponsor entire
programs or events through a chamber.
Beyond the paid advertising options,
chambers also have ways to provide
additional business promotion for free
through monthly and annual awards,
social media, regular newsletters and
even printed materials. Amazingly,
even some member businesses do not
take advantage of the free marketing
opportunities provided through Chambers
of Commerce. Many chambers have
weekly or monthly newsletters including
“member news” sections or flyers
from local businesses advertising sales,
discounts or special events.
4. Community Connection
Some business leaders in large companies
have expressed the feeling they’re too
big or not local enough to need local
Chambers of Commerce. One flaw in that
thinking is they and their employees are
very much a part of the local economy,
regardless of the number of franchise
locations they have in other locations.
5. Training & Education
For companies that do not have a large
training budget, getting to national
conferences or bringing in experts is
out of the question. Chambers provide
an inexpensive way to bridge the gap
between no training and topic-expert
training. There may not be better
organizations at providing relevant

speakers and guest trainers in a timely
manner than Chambers of Commerce.
6. Networking & Events
There are many opportunities with
the Chamber to network – through
networking and educational events, and
volunteering on a committee. No matter
the size or nature of your business,
networking plays a significant role
in keeping your company visible in a
relationship-based business climate.
7. Benefits
Being part of a large network allows the
Chamber to negotiate valuable benefits
for the members that helps their business
save money.
• Supplier Discounts from leading
brands offering fuel, business services
advertising, hotel & travel discounts
and more.
• Chambers Plan Employee Benefits
offer members comprehensive packages,
competitively priced. As a business
evolves, so do employee benefits plan.
Trust the experts at Chambers Plan to
give valuable guidance on how to get the
most out of your benefits package while
still putting your health first.
• The Chambers Plan provides businesses
with all the essential employee benefits
plus so much more, with stable rates and
reliable support services 24/7. Join 30,000
other businesses in teaming up with
Canada’s #1 Plan.
Because of these seven reasons, and
many others, Chambers are known to
stimulate business-to-business commerce
in the local economy. Research shows
that a major part of small business
typically comes from business-tobusiness services, so participating in local
Chambers of Commerce as a small (or
large) business is an easy way to increase
local visibility, build credibility, and
expand your contacts.
Joining a Chamber is great. A business
receives many benefits visibly and behind
the scenes. However, joining only gets
you so far. Participating is the true key
to receiving the benefits of Chamber
membership. It is similar to sitting in
a college algebra course for an hour
all the while posting to social media.
You are no better off than if you didn’t
attend. Only through attending events,
talking to members you’ve never met
before, serving on committees, and
taking advantage of the advertising
opportunities presented will your
membership become more than another
calendar item you will avoid to create
time for “more important” or “more
urgent” business and truly become the
benefit to your business you’ve been
searching for. It’s up to you.

FREE Enhanced Business Directory
Listing One FREE eBlast
½ hour of design time from
Graphically Hip
Register to join us for our upcoming
March Events
Annual General Meeting & Speed
Networking – March 4
Annual General Meeting: All Chamber
Members are invited and encouraged
to attend the Penticton & Wine Country
Chamber of Commerce AGM at the
Shatford Centre. The AGM is an
important yearly function for all members
in good standing to attend.
As we are a member based organization
whose main function is to represent you,
it’s important that you be part of the
Board of Directors elections. The AGM
also keeps you up to date on events
and information, and any policies and
advocacy issues that we are currently
doing to help the business community!
It’s also a chance for you to meet other
Chamber Members, hand out business
cards, and do some networking.
As always, we encourage members
supporting members, so it’s a great
way to find out who your Chamber
community is.
Speed Networking: Join us for an
opportunity to network and connect with
your business community and fellow
Chamber members at our First Speed
Networking evening designed to enhance
your networking skills and broaden
your connections to help you grow your
business. Spots are limited, so secure your
tickets today. You never know who you
might connect with!

Meet your 2020/2021 Board of
Directors Nominees!
• Nicole Clark – Community Futures
Okanagan Similkameen
• Daryl Clarke – Independent
• Janine Cumberland –
Enchanted Florist/Paradox Events
• Glen Dagley – Rochester Resort
• Lyndie Hill – Hoodoo Adventures Co
• Nicole MacMillan – Tim Hortons
• Jonathan McGraw –
BDO Canada LLP
• Paul McPhail – McPhail Kilt Makers
• Bruce Murray – TD Canada Trust
• Joseph Seiler – Your Natural Edge
Success Coaching
• Lee Smith – Kettle Valley Memorial
• Marlene Trenholm – Penticton
Women in Business
Business after Business Sumac
Ridge Estate Winery – March 12
Take advantage of great networking
in a fun and relaxed environment
at a Business After Business, this
premier networking event for business
professionals are held in a variety of
businesses throughout Penticton
and area.
Table Talk WorkBC & Wage
Subsidy – March 17
Table Talk is an interactive round table
monthly noon hour discussion conducted
by local Chamber business experts. These
professional development workshops
feature a wide variety of topics that
are educational and helpful for anyone
involved with a business, from owners
and managers to entry-level employees.
These events are open to all of the
Penticton business community.

2020 New Member Drive
Join and Pay in Full before Feb 29, 2020
and Enjoy These Perks!
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